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“We build each student’s tomorrow, every day.” 

 
 
 
 



SECONDARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

 
       Students entering Grade 9 will follow the Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12: Policy and Program 

Requirements, 2011.  
 

In order to live and work successfully in a fast-changing world, our students need to develop: 
 

• creative thinking skills to enable them to apply knowledge and information in a variety of situations 
to solve problems involving a wide range of factors and issues 

• the motivation and ability to continue to learn and develop new skills throughout life 

• values and social skills to allow them to participate fully in a society whose composition, structure 
and needs are constantly changing 

 
Programs in our secondary schools address these needs and do so in a framework that enables all 
students, of all backgrounds and abilities, to develop the necessary skills. 

 

ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 

 
A total of 30 credits are required for the OSSD. 
 
Students must earn the following 18 compulsory credits: 
4 credits     English (1 credit per grade) 
3 credits     Mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12) 
2 credits     Science 
1 credit       French as a Second Language 
1 credit       Canadian History 
1 credit       Canadian Geography 
1 credit       Arts 
1 credit       Health and Physical Education 
.5 credit      Civics 
.5 credit      Career Studies 
 
1 credit       Group 1: English, French as a Second Language, Native Language, Classical or International 

                                         Language, Canadian & World Studies, Social Sciences & the Humanities, Guidance & 
                                         Career Education or Cooperative Education 

1 credit       Group 2: Health & Physical Education, the Arts (Music, Art or Drama), Business Studies, French as a 

                                         Second Language or Cooperative Education 

1 credit       Group 3: Science (Gr. 11 or 12), Technological Education (Gr. 9 - 12), French as a Second  

                                          Language, Computer Studies or Cooperative Education 
 

Students must earn 12 optional credits selected from those in the course calendar. 
 

+ 40 hours of Community Involvement activities 

+ Provincial Literacy requirement (completed in Grade 10) 
 

*A maximum of 3 credits in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy development (ELD) may be counted towards the 4 
compulsory credits in English, but the fourth must be a credit earned for a Gr. 12 compulsory English course.  
**A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits. 

 

Students, in collaboration with their parents or guardians, will decide how they will fulfill the community 
involvement requirement and the secondary school will provide forms for collecting and recording this 
information. A brochure suggesting suitable activities will be distributed early in grade 9.  

 

 

 



THE GRADE 9 PROGRAM 
  

1) The grade 9 program in all secondary schools in the Thames Valley District School Board is based upon 
the Ministry of Education approved curriculum. 

 
2) All students in Grade 9 in the Thames Valley District School Board will take a minimum of 8 courses (or 

equivalent) during the school year. Normally, each course is worth one credit toward the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma. 

 
3) Each secondary school in the Thames Valley District School Board will establish its own program of 

Grade 9 courses within the framework established by the Ministry of Education.  
 
4) Students in Grade 9 in TVDSB secondary schools will take the following six (6) core subjects among 

their total of eight (8) courses: 

• English     (Academic, Applied or Locally Developed) 

• French     (Academic, Applied, Open) 

• Geography    (Academic, Applied) 

• Mathematics    (Academic, Applied or Locally Developed) 

• Science    (Academic, Applied or Locally Developed) 

• Healthy Active Living Education (Open) 
Principals may allow some students to substitute a different compulsory course where they lack the 
necessary background in one of these courses. 
  

5) Individual schools may also require one or more additional courses from the list in section #6 as part of 
their core program in Grade 9. This will vary according to the size and nature of each school. 
 

6) In Grade 9, students select two (2) additional “Open” credits from among the following courses. Some 
schools may offer combinations of these courses using partial credits. Please note that not all courses 
will be offered by all schools. Students should choose at least 1 Arts course to fulfill graduation 
requirements. 

The Arts     (Dramatic Arts, Music, Visual Arts) 
Business Studies    (Information and Communication Technology in Business) 
Guidance and Career Studies (Learning Strategies) 
Social Sciences/Family Studies     (Foods and Nutrition) 
Technological Studies   (Exploring Technologies) 

 
7) Students choose courses from one or more of four types: ACADEMIC, APPLIED, LOCALLY DEVELOPED 

and OPEN. 
Academic and Applied level courses in English, Geography, Mathematics and Science are offered at 
all the Elgin County high schools. Locally developed level English, Science and Math are offered at 
Arthur Voaden and West Elgin.  All other courses are offered as Open level courses. Students are 
not restricted to taking courses of only one type in Grade 9. In Grade 10, students will choose 
courses which provide the necessary prerequisites for entry into the Grade 11 courses that 
prepare them for a specific destination: university, college, apprenticeship, or the workplace. 

 
8) The needs of exceptional students are identified by an Identification, Placement and Review 

Committee. An Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be developed to describe the student’s strengths, 
interests and needs and to state the expectations for the student’s learning.  A resource program for 
students with learning disabilities and other individual learning needs is provided at each school. 



 
 
 

9) With help from parents and teachers, students will choose the type of courses primarily on the basis of 
their ways of learning, their pathway destination and their past achievement. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10) Each student has an assigned Guidance Counsellor who will be the liaison with elementary feeder 

schools, assist with the selection of courses, career planning, post-secondary destination, referrals to 
community agencies and personal counselling. In addition, a Student Success teacher (SST) is assigned 
to assist grade 9 students in the transition to high school. This teacher also assists students in meeting 
their academic goals and diploma requirements. 
 

11) Each school will provide enriched learning opportunities for gifted students.  Details of individual 
school programs will be available at the Open House & Information evenings (see front page for dates). 
 

12) Arthur Voaden is Elgin County’s Emphasis Technology School, offering a broad range of technical 
programs to complement regular programing.  AVSS offers, studies in 7 technical areas:  
Communication Technology, Manufacturing, Transportation, Construction, Hairstyling and Aesthetics, 
Hospitality and Tourism, and Health Care.  The emphasis program enhances traditional academic 
studies.  All students registered in these programs will be eligible for student bussing consideration if 
required.  If you have any questions about what the program has to offer to students, please call 519-
631-3770 and any additional information will be provided. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GRADE 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

THE ARTS 
 
Dramatic Arts                                 (Open) ADA1O1 
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using material from a wide 
range of sources and cultures. Students will use the elements of drama to examine situations and issues that are 
relevant to their lives. Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, and then reflect on the experiences to 
develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world around them. 

 
Music - Instrumental                                (Open) AMU1OI 
This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous experience and is 
aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination.  Students will develop musical literacy skills by using the 
creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, and a range of reflective and analytical activities.  
Students will develop an understanding of the conventions and elements of music and of safe practices related to music, 
and will develop a variety of skills transferable to other areas of their life. 

 
Music - Repertoire (0.5 credit)                                  (Open) AMR2OB (Band) 
Students may be part of a band or vocal repertoire.  Repertoire classes may be scheduled outside the regular school day, 
for the full year.  Each ensemble earns 0.5 credit.   (Available at WESS only) 

 
Visual Arts                                   (Open) AVI1O1 
This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a foundation for further study. Students will 
become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of various materials by using a 
range of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use the creative and critical analysis processes and will 
interpret art within a personal, contemporary, and historical context. 

 
Integrated Arts                                                (Open) ALC1O1 
This course integrates two or more of the arts (dance, drama, media arts, music and visual arts), giving students the 
opportunity to produce and present integrated art works created individually or collaboratively.  Students will 
demonstrate innovation as they learn and apply concepts, styles, and conventions unique to the various arts and acquire 
skills that are transferable beyond the classroom.  Students will use the creative process and responsible practices to 
explore solutions to integrated arts challenges. . (Available at AVSS only) 
 

 
BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
 
Information and Communication Technology in Business                             (Open) BTT1O1 
This course introduces students to information and communication technology in a business environment and builds a 
foundation of digital literacy skills necessary for success in a technologically driven society. Students will develop word 
processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop publishing, presentation software, and website design skills. Throughout the 
course, there is an emphasis on digital literacy, effective electronic research and communication skills, and current 
issues related to the impact of information and communication technology. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES 
 

Geography of Canada                         (Academic) CGC1D1 
This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and how these 
systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore environmental, economic, and social 
geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices, and urban development. Students 
will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to 
investigate various geographic issues and to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place in 
which to live. 

 
Geography of Canada                             (Applied) CGC1P1 
This course focuses on current geographic issues that affect Canadians.  Students will draw on their personal and 
everyday experiences as they explore issues relating to food and water supplies, competing land uses, interactions with 
the natural environment, and other topics relevant to sustainable living in Canada. They will also develop an awareness 
of how issues that affect their lives in Canada are interconnected with issues in other parts of the world. Throughout the 
course, students will use the concepts of geographic thinking, the geographic inquiry process, and spatial technologies to 
guide and support their investigations. 
 
 

ENGLISH 
 

English                          (Academic) ENG1D1 
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills that students need 
for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts from 
contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts, and create oral, written, and media texts 
in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. The 
course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college 
preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12. 

 
English                              (Applied) ENG1P1 
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills students need 
for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will read, interpret, and create a variety of informational, literary, 
and graphic texts. An important focus will be on identifying and using appropriate strategies and processes to improve 
students’ comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and effectively. The course is intended to 
prepare students for the Grade 10 applied English course, which leads to college or workplace preparation courses in 
Grades 11 and 12. 

 
English                      (Locally Developed) ENG1L1 
This course provides foundation literacy and communication skills to prepare students for success in their daily lives, in 
the workplace, and in the English Gr 11 (ENG3E1) Workplace Preparation course. This course is organized by strands that 
develop listening and talking skills, reading and viewing skills, and writing skills. In all strands, the focus is on developing 
foundational literacy skills and using language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. Students develop 
strategies and put into practice the processes involved in talking, listening, reading, viewing, writing, and thinking, and 
reflect regularly upon their growth in these areas.   

 
 

FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
Core French                            (Academic) FSF1D1 
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French with increasing independence, 
with a focus on familiar topics related to their daily lives.  Students will develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing by using language learning strategies introduced in the elementary Core French program, and will apply 
creative and critical thinking skills in various ways.  They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of 
diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop skills necessary for lifelong language learning. 
Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction or equivalent. 



Core French                                (Applied) FSF1P1 
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French in structured situations, with a 
focus on everyday topics, and to apply their knowledge of French in everyday situations.  Students will develop listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills introduced in the elementary Core French program, through practical applications 
and concrete examples, and will use creative and critical thinking skills in various ways.  They will also enhance their 
understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will develop skills necessary for lifelong 
language learning. 
Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of French instruction or equivalent. 

 
Core French                                     (Open) FSF1O1 
This is an introductory course for students who have little or no knowledge of French or who have not accumulated the 
minimum 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction. Students will begin to understand and speak French in 
guided and structured interactive settings, and will develop fundamental skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
through discussing issues and situations that are relevant to their daily lives. Throughout the course, students will 
develop their awareness of diverse French-speaking communities in Canada and acquire and understanding and 
appreciation of these communities. They will also develop a variety of skills necessary for lifelong language learning.  
Select only upon recommendation of elementary school principal or grade eight teacher.   

 
GUIDANCE AND CAREER EDUCATION 

 
Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in Secondary School           (Open) GLE1O1/GLS1O1 
This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more independent learners.  Students will 
learn how to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills, personal management skills, and interpersonal and 
teamwork skills to improve their learning and achievement in school, the workplace, and the community.  This course 
helps students build confidence and motivation to pursue opportunities for success in secondary school and beyond. 

Prerequisite: GLE - Recommendation of Principal 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Healthy Active Living Education                     (Open) PPL1OF (Female)/PPL1OM (Male) 
This course equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy choices now and lead healthy, 
active lives in the future.  Through participation in a wide range of physical activities, students develop knowledge and 
skills related to movement competence and personal fitness that provide a foundation for active living.  Students also 
acquire an understanding of the factors and skills that contribute to healthy development and learn how their own well-
being is affected by, and affects, the world around them.  Students build their sense of self, learn to interact positively 
with others, and develop their ability to think critically and creatively. 
 

MATHEMATICS 
Principles of Mathematics                     (Academic) MPM1D1 
This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to algebra, analytic geometry, 
and measurement and geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning. 
Students will investigate relationships, which they will then generalize as equations of lines, and will determine the 
connections between different representations of a relationship. They will also explore relationships that emerge from 
the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes. Students will reason mathematically and 
communicate their thinking as they solve multistep problems. 

 
Foundations of Mathematics                          (Applied) MFM1P1 
This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to introductory algebra, 
proportional reasoning, and measurement and geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and 
hands-on activities. Students will investigate real-life examples to develop various representations of linear 
relationships, and will determine the connections between the representations. They will also explore certain 
relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes. Students 
will consolidate their mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate their thinking. 



Mathematics                      (Locally Developed) MAT1L1 
This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare students for success in 
their everyday lives, in the workplace, and in the Grade 10 Locally Developed Compulsory Credit (LDCC) course. The 
course is organized in three strands related to money sense, measurement, and proportional reasoning. In all strands, 
the focus is on developing and consolidating key foundational mathematical concepts and skills by solving authentic, 
everyday problems. Students have opportunities to further develop their mathematical literacy and problem-solving 
skills, and to continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical math 
activities. Successful completion of this course prepares students for MAT2L.   

 
SCIENCE 

 

Science                          (Academic) SNC1D1 
This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space 
science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment. Throughout the course, 
students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific investigation. Students will acquire an understanding of 
scientific theories and conduct investigations related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and 
the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the universe and its properties and components; and the 
principles of electricity.  
 

Science                              (Applied) SNC1P1 
This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space 
science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations. They are also given opportunities to 
develop practical skills related to scientific investigation. Students will plan and conduct investigations into practical 
problems and issues related to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements 
and compounds; space exploration and the components of the universe; and static and current electricity. 

 
Science                       (Locally Developed) SNC1L1 
This course emphasizes reinforcing and strengthening science-related knowledge and skills, including scientific inquiry, 
critical thinking and the relationship between science, society, and the environment, to prepare students for success in 
everyday life, in the workplace and in the Science Gr 11 workplace preparation course. Students explore a range of 
topics including science in daily life, properties of common materials, life-sustaining processes in simple and complex 
organisms, and electrical circuits. Students have the opportunity to extend mathematical and scientific process skills and 
to continue to develop their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical science activities. 

 
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

 
Food and Nutrition                    (Open) HFN2O1 
This course focuses on guidelines for making nutritious food choices. Students will investigate factors that influence food 
choices, including beliefs, attitudes, current trends, traditional eating patterns, food marketing strategies, and individual 
needs. Students will also explore the environmental impact of a variety of food choices at the local and global level. The 
course provides students with opportunities to develop food preparation skills and introduces them to the use of social 
science research methods in the area of food and nutrition.  (Available at WESS only) 

 
TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES 

 
Exploring Technologies                      (Open) TIJ1O1 
This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills introduced in the 
elementary science and technology programs.  Students will be given the opportunity to design and create products 
and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, working with a variety of tools, 
equipment, and software commonly used in industry.  Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal 
issues, and will begin to explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways leading to careers in 
technology-related fields. 

 



ADVISING STUDENTS AND PARENTS – GRADE 9 COURSES 
 
Choosing Levels of Study 
 
All grade 9 students take 8 courses, 2 of which are options at the Open course level: Information and 
Communication Technology in Business, Exploring Technologies, Visual Arts, Dramatic Arts, Vocal and/or 
Instrumental Music, Food and Nutrition, and Learning Strategies. 
 
The remaining six courses are compulsory: English, Math, Science, Geography, French, and Healthy Active 
Living. These are offered at different levels.   
 
English, Math and Science:  available at the Academic, Applied and Locally Developed levels  
Geography and French:  offered at the Academic and Applied and Open levels. A French Immersion 

program is available at PCI for students who have been in the immersion 
program or who excel at the language 

Healthy Active Living  offered at the Open level 
 

Students do not necessarily have to take all their core subjects at the same level. 
 

Who should choose Academic Level English? 
  
Students who a)     are performing at an above average level in grade 8 English and who 
  b)     attend regularly, are attentive in class, complete homework and assignments, and who 
  c)     eventually may wish to attend university (“U” level English is required for all university 
          programs) 
 
Who should choose Academic Level Math? 
  
Students who a)     are performing at an above average level in grade 8 Math and who 
  b)     attend regularly, are attentive in class, complete homework and assignments, and who 
  c)     eventually may wish to study math, science, engineering or business at university, or a  
          highly skilled technology program at college. 
  
Similarly, students who may wish to study Science, Geography or French at an advanced level should choose 
the Academic level Grade 9 course. 
  

Students who fulfill (b) and (c) but are not performing at an adequate level academically are urged to 
attend grade 7/8 summer school or seek tutoring to upgrade their skills before attempting the high 
school curriculum. 

 
Note: It is still possible to be admitted to Fine Arts, Humanities and some Social Science programs at 
university without an academic level of Math. On the other hand, high tech college programs may require 
academic level math skills 
 
Who should choose Applied Level courses? 
  
 Students who a) are planning on pursuing a college education and who 
   b) like to learn and master essential skills and knowledge and who 
   c) prefer practical applications , and more directed teaching and activities. 
 



Who should choose Locally Developed Level courses? 
  

Students should choose this level on recommendation of their Principal either because of an exceptionality or 
because remedial work is needed before they can be successful with the regular grade 9 curriculum. 

   
Is it possible to change from one level to another after Grade 9? 
  

Yes, it is possible but not necessarily easy. Special consideration is possible and must be approved by the 
administration and/or department heads for changes to occur. Students may have to retake the course at 
another level or attend summer school. 

  
Is it possible to change from one high school to another after Grade 9? 
  

Yes. School transfers are permitted for students who move or who wish to take courses not available at their 
home school, and occasionally, for pressing personal reasons. These transfers are subject to course availability 
and Principal’s discretion.  Students wishing to transfer for program or personal reasons must apply during the 
course selection period (February) for the following September. 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

To find out if your child is eligible for transportation from your residence to his or her new school, use the 

app located at www.mybigyellowbus.ca.    
 

 

 

http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/

